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GENERAL INFORMATION SHEET

APPLICATION FOR STANDARD GOVERNMENT HEADSTONE OR MARKER
FOR INSTALLATION IN A PRIVATE OR STATE VETERANS’ CEMETERY

BENEFIT PROVIDED

RESPONDENTBURDEN - Public reportingburdenfor this collectionof informationis estimatedto averageone-fourthhourper response,including the
time for reviewinginstructions,searchingexistingdatasources,gatheringandmaintainingthedataneeded,andcompletingandreviewingthecollection
of information. Sendcommentsregardingthis burdenestimateor any otheraspectof this collectionof information, including suggestionsfor reducing
this burdento theVA ClearanceOfficer (045A4),810VermontAvenue,NW, Washington,DC 20420. PleaseDO NOT sendapplicationsfor benefitsto
this address.

a. HEADSTONE OR MARKER - Furnisheduponapplicationfor the unmarked grave of any deceasedveteran. Applicant mustcertify the
graveis unmarked anda Governmentheadstoneor markeris preferredto a privatelypurchasedheadstoneor marker. This restrictionappliesto
companionmarkers. Companionmarkersidentify two or moredecedentsburied,or to be buried, in the sameor adjoininggraves. A graveis
consideredmarkedif a monumentdisplaysthe decedent’snameanddatesof birth and/ordeath,eventhoughthe veteran’smilitary datais not
shown.  Applicant may be anyone having knowledge of the deceased.

b. MEMORIAL HEADSTONE OR MARKER - Furnisheduponapplicationby a relativerecognizedasthe next of kin for installationonly
in a cemeteryto commemorateany veteranwhoseremainshavenot beenrecoveredor identified, were buried at sea,donatedto science,or
cremated and the remains scattered; may not be used as a memento.  Check box in block 2 and explain in block 27.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE - Any deceasedveterandischargedunder conditions other than dishonorable. To expediteprocessing,attacha copy of the
deceasedveteran’sdischargecertificate or a copy of other official document(s)pertaining to military service, if available. Do not send original
documents; they will not be returned. Service after September7, 1980, must be for a minimum of 24 months or be completedunder special
circumstances,e.g.,deathon activeduty. Personswho haveonly limited activeduty servicefor trainingwhile in theNationalGuardor Reservesarenot
eligible unlesstherearespecialcircumstances,e.g.,deathwhile on, or asa resultof training. Personswith extendedReserveor NationalGuardservice
which entitled them to retirementpay subsequentto October27, 1992,areeligible; a copy of the ReserveRetirementEligibility BenefitsLetter must
accompanytheapplication. Active duty serviceduring thePersianGulf War for all referencedabovealsoestablisheseligibility. Serviceprior to World
War I requiresdetaileddocumentation,e.g.,musterrolls, extractsfrom Statefiles, military or Stateorganizationwhereserved,pensionor land warrant,
etc.

HOW TO APPLY - Mail theoriginal only of thecompletedapplication(VA Form40-1330)to:

Memorial Programs Service (403A)
Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC 20420-0001

The personor organizationshown in block 19, Consigneeshould receivethe
headstoneor marker within 70 days after we receive a fully completed
applicationwith correct information. Omissionsor errors on the application
will delay its processing and delay marking the veteran’s grave.

The copy is for your records.  A Government headstone or marker may only be furnished if a fully completed application form has been received.

SIGNATURES REQUIRED - The applicant,next of kin or otherresponsibleperson,signsin block 15, obtainsthe signatureof consigneein block 22
andcemeteryofficial in block 24. If thereis no official on duty at thecemeterywrite "NONE" in block 24. StateVeterans’Cemeteriesarenot required
to complete blocks:  15, 16, 22 and 23.

ASSISTANCE NEEDED - If assistanceis neededto completethis application,contactthe nearestVA RegionalOffice, nationalcemetery,or a local
veterans’organization. No fee shouldbe paid in connectionwith the preparationof this application. Useblock 27 for any clarification or information
you wish to provide. Shouldyou havespecialquestionswhen filling out this form, pleasetelephoneour Applicant AssistanceDivision toll free at:
1-800-697-6947.

INSTALLATION - All coststo install theheadstoneor markermustbepaidfrom privatefunds.

TRANSPORTATION - The headstoneor markeris shippedwithout chargeto theconsignee,designatedin block 19 of theapplication. The consignee
must havea full streetaddress;delivery cannot be made to a Post Office Box. An addressshowingRural RouteDelivery must include a daytime
telephone number in block 20 to obtain delivery.  An insufficient address may result in a nondeliverable headstone or marker.

CAUTION- After completingtheapplication,pleasecheckcarefully to besureyouhaveaccuratelyfurnishedall requiredinformation,therebyavoiding
delaysin markingthegravesite. Mistakescannotbecorrectedafter a headstoneor markerhasbeenordered. Headstonesor markersfurnishedremain
the property of the United StatesGovernmentand may not be usedfor any purposeother than to honor the memoryof the decedentfor whom the
headstoneor markeris issued.A Governmentprovidedheadstoneor markermaynot beusedasa footstoneor to supplementa privatemonument,or be
affixed to an existing inscribed monument.
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF STANDARD GOVERNMENT HEADSTONES AND MARKERS

UPRIGHT HEADSTONE
WHITE MARBLE OR

LIGHT GRAY GRANITE BRONZE NICHE

FLAT MARKERS

BRONZE

This nichemarkeris 8-1/2 incheslong,
5-1/2 inches wide, with 7/16 inches
rise. Weight is approximately 3
pounds; mounting bolts and washers
are furnishedwith the marker. For use
if entombmentis in a columbariumor
mausoleum,but not to supplementa
private monument.

This gravemarker is 24 incheslong, 12 incheswide, with 3/4 inch
rise. Weight is approximately18 pounds. Anchor bolts, nuts and
washersfor fasteningto a baseare furnishedwith the marker. The
base is not furnished by the Government.

LIGHT GRAY GRANITE OR WHITE MARBLE

This gravemarker is 24 incheslong, 12 incheswide, and 4 inches
thick. Weight is approximately130pounds.Variationsmayoccurin
stone color; the marble may contain light to moderate veining.

This headstoneis 42 incheslong, 13 incheswide,
and 4 inches thick. Weight is approximately230
pounds. Variations may occur in stonecolor, and
the marble may contain light to moderate veining.   

NOTE: In additionto the headstoneandmarkersillustrated,two specialstylesof upright marbleheadstonesandflat markersareavailableto mark the
gravesof - thosewho servedwith theUnion Forces,Civil War, or duringtheSpanish-AmericanWar; andthosewho servedwith theConfederateForces,
Civil War.  Request should be made in block 27 of the application.  It is necessary to submit detailed documentation which supports eligibility.

INSCRIPTION INFORMATION
MANDATORY ITEMS of inscriptionat Governmentexpenseare: Name,Branchof Service,Year of Birth, andYear of Death. Branchesof Service
are: U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard, and by exception,U.S. Army Air Corps, and other parent
organizationsauthorizedfor certainperiodsof time. Different examplesof inscription formatsare illustratedabove;deviations in data sequenceare
not permitted. More thanonebranchof serviceis permitted,subjectto spaceavailability.

OPTIONAL ITEMS which may be inscribedat Governmentexpense,indicatedby shadedtitle blocks are: military grade,rate or rank, war service,
monthanddayof thedatesof birth anddeath,anauthorizedemblemreflectiveof one’sbelief, andthevalor awardsandthePurpleHeartlisted in block
8. If any of theseitemsaredesiredthe informationmustbe shownclearly in the shadedtitle blocks;documentationof the awardsmustaccompanythe
application.

RESERVED SPACE for future inscription at private expense,suchasspousalor dependentdatamay be authorizedbelow the standardinscription if
requestedin block 27. Only two lines of spacemay be reservedon flat markersdue to spacelimitations. Reservedspaceis unnecessaryon upright
marble or granite headstones as the reverse side is available for future inscriptions.

MEMORIAL HEADSTONES AND MARKERS (remainsare not buried). The words "In Memory of" are mandatoryand precedethe authorized
inscription data.  The words "In Memory of" are not inscribed when remains are buried.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS may be inscribed,at Governmentexpense,subject to VA approval, below the standardinscription and subject to space
limitations. Someadditional inscription items may, of necessity,be placedon the rear of the headstone.Such items may be terms of endearment,
nicknames(not unseemlyin nature)in expressionssuchasOUR BELOVED POPPY,LOVINGLY CALLED DUTCH, representationsof military and
civilian participationor accomplishment,and titles suchasDOCTOR,REVEREND, etc. Theserequestsshouldbe madein block 27. Exceptfor the
Medal of Honor and authorized emblems of belief, no graphics, emblems or pictures are permitted on government monuments.

INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE INFORMATION ON THE APPLICATION MAY RESULT IN ITS RETURN TO THE APPLICANT, A DELAY IN RECEIPT
OF THE HEADSTONE OR MARKER, OR AN INCORRECT INSCRIPTION.



FOR DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS USE
ONLY

IMPORTANT: Do not completethis applicationif theveteran’sgraveis alreadymarked
with a privatemonumenteventhoughtheveteran’smilitary datais not shown;pleaseread
the General Information Sheetbefore completing this form. Type or print clearly all
informationexceptfor signatures.Illegible printing could result in an incorrectheadstone
or marker or delivery. Blocks with shadedtitles are optional inscription items or for
completionby selectedcemeteries;all other blocks must be completed,exceptblocks 2
and 27 if not applicable.  The copy of this application is for the applicant’s use.

1. NAME OF DECEASED TO BE INSCRIBED ON HEADSTONE OR MARKER (No nicknamesor titles permitted)

VETERAN’S SERVICE AND IDENTIFYING INFORMATION (Usenumbersonly, e.g.,05-15-41)

NOTE:  Failure to provide correct nos. may delay receipt of headstone or markerPERIODSOF ACTIVE MILITARY DUTY (For additional spaceuseBlock27)

CERTIFICATION:  I CERTIFY THE HEADSTONE OR MARKER WILL BE INSTALLED ON THE VETERAN’S UNMARKED GRAVE AT NO
EXPENSE TO THE GOVERNMENT AND ALL STATEMENTS MADE ARE TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

STATE VETERANS’ CEMETERY AND GRAVE LOCATION (If applicable) PRIVATE CEMETERY

CERTIFICATION:  I AGREE TO ACCEPT THE HEADSTONE OR MARKER ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT.

CERTIFICATION:  I certify the type of headstone or marker checked in block 10 is permitted on the unmarked grave of the deceased.

4A. DATE OF BIRTH 4B. DATE OF DEATH

5A. DATE(S) ENTERED 5B. DATE(S) SEPARATED

FIRST (Or Initial) MIDDLE (Or Initial) LAST

2.  CHECK BOX BELOW IF REMAINS ARE NOT
BURIED AND EXPLAIN IN BLOCK 27, (e.g.
lost at sea,remainsscattered,etc.)

REMAINS NOT BURIED

YEARDAYMONTHYEARDAYMONTH

YEAR DAYMONTH DAY MONTH

6. HIGHEST RANK ATTAINED

3A. SOCIAL SECURITY NO.

8. VALOR OR PURPLE HEART AWARD(S) (Checkbox(es)andprovidedocumentation) 9. WAR SERVICE (Checkapplicablebox(es)

11. DESIRED EMBLEM REFLECTIVE OF VETERAN’S RELIGIOUS

18. ID CODE (If applicable)17C. GRAVE NO.17B. SECTION17A. ID CODE

3B. SERVICE NO.

7. BRANCH OF SERVICE (Checkbox(es)- mustbeconsistentwith rank)

10. TYPE OF HEADSTONE OR MARKER REQUESTED (Checkone)

12. APPLICANT’S NAME AND ADDRESS (No.,street,city, Stateand ZIP Code) 13. RELATIONSHIP TO DECEASED

14. DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. (Includeareacode)

16. DATE15. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

19. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON, CEMETERY, OR OFFICIAL (CONSIGNEE) WHO WILL 
ACCEPT PREPAID DELIVERY (No. andstreet,city, StateandZIP Code);P.O.BOXIS
NOTSUFFICIENT

20. DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO.
(IncludeAreaCode)

21. NAME AND LOCATION OF CEMETERY (City andState)

22. SIGNATURE OF PERSON TO ACCEPT DELIVERY (CONSIGNEE)

24. SIGNATURE OF CEMETERY OFFICIAL

27. REMARKS (If needed,continueon reversefor additional space)

25. DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. (Include Area
Code)

26. DATE

23. DATE

APPLICATION FOR STANDARD GOVERNMENT HEADSTONE ORVA FORM
JAN 1998(R) 40-1330

Form, approved, OMB No. 2900-0222
Respondent Burden:  15 minutes
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